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DECLAN BLACK
Managing Partner
Mason Hayes & Curran

ACTIVITY In the context of the coronavirus
crisis, what is most pleasing is that despite the
pace of growth and development of the firm
over the last number of years, MHC has
retained its simple ethic of properly looking
after staff and clients. That’s much, much
more important than anything else, but
winning the ‘Irish Law Firm of the Year’ award
from international legal publication The
Lawyer was a nice external confirmation of 
the quality of work we do every day with 
our clients. 

PRACTICE Over the last number of years
we have put an increasing focus on the key
sectors which we serve. Energy, particularly in
the sustainable arena, is something that we
have worked on for the last decade. We have
advised on almost half of the renewable wind
energy projects on the grid and also the first
ever solar farm in Ireland. 

Our technology practice advises the top
international technology organisations on their
business critical issues, from data privacy to
talent recruitment and retention. The recent

expansion of our San Francisco office
demonstrates how entwined we are in 
this sector.

Financial services is the engine of the firm.
We advise the majority of main financial and
insurance businesses in Ireland, including the
largest loan portfolio sale in the history of the
state. Our breadth of experience in healthcare
and life sciences would be difficult to rival.
One interesting and emerging practice area is
health tech, and it is the interplay of our
expertise across both sectors that really
enables us to add real value to clients in these
new areas.  

Although many firms talk about real estate
as a sector, we take a wider view and consider
built environment. We act on many different
elements of place-making, from transport
infrastructure and buildings to enabling the
platforms for smart cities. 

USP The advice you get from MHC is 
(1) relevant and (2) capable of being readily

implemented. This is because our lawyers are
trained to understand their client’s business,
sector and objectives in the context of any
request for assistance. So you don’t get
useless theoretical answers that can’t be
made work operationally. 

Second, you get it quickly. Third, it is clear.
It continues to astonish me that clients put up
with advice from law firms which you would
need a law degree to understand!

RICHARD MARTIN
Managing Partner
Ronan Daly Jermyn

ACTIVITY Over the past year we have made
some outstanding hires and grown our team to
more than 260 people across our Cork, Dublin
and Galway offices. We are particularly pleased
with key hires to our regulatory and
construction teams during the year.

RDJ has also made significant investments
in smart technology and business management
solutions that have allowed us to automate and
standardise once manual processes with built-
in workflows, as well as provide enhanced
budgeting and dynamic reporting tools. This
provides us with the capability to deliver
faster, more efficient and cost-effective legal
services. 

We are more conscious than ever of our
impact on our environment, and as a firm RDJ
is committed to minimising the production of
waste and reduce our energy, water and paper
usage. Both our Dublin and Cork offices are
designed to LEED gold standard, recognised as
the benchmark of green building standards.
PRACTICE Our cyber response team has

seen a significant increase in the number of

clients experiencing successful security
incidents over the past 12 months. We have
expanded our team and now offer security
incident response on a 24/7 basis, which is
supported by our claims handling and
management and reputation management
services.

We were delighted to welcome regulatory
specialist Brian Hunt as partner to the firm in
2019. His arrival will enable us to better
support our existing client base who require
specialist expertise in that area.
USP Our clients see us as a key part of the

decision-making process in their own business.
This is due to the effort we make to
understand in considerable detail not only our
clients’ business but also the sectors in which
they operate. Half of our partner appointments
over the last 10 years have been lawyers who
have come from industry or who have been
seconded to industry. This gives them a unique
perspective of what client service really
means. It is very important for us that our
lawyers understand what it means to be a
consumer of legal services every bit as much
as a provider of legal services.
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‘Financial services 
is the engine of 
the firm’

Richard Martin (centre) with regulatory partner Brian Hunt (left) and Bryan
McCarthy, partner-in-charge of RDJ’s Dublin office
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We go further to navigate your business. We deliver 
meaningful insights and trusted advice. 

At RDJ we believe in partnerships. We believe in 
working together to deliver excellence. By investing in 
understanding your business inside and out, we can 
leverage our deep sectoral expertise for your benefit.

We are not just your legal partners. We are your advisors, 
your connectors, your problem solvers and, above all,  
your trusted partners.

MORE THAN LAW.
ITS  ABOUT YOUR BUS INES S .
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MORE THAN LAW
MEANS SURPASSING
EXPECTATIONS
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